
Letter from the Director
MAPLE works closely with unbanked communities to design and implement approaches to financial strengthening that community members 
can manage in accordance with their own cultural values. In Uganda, the 60 village groups we serve make an average of 30% per year on 
their own savings, which they invest in microbusinesses, asset development, and their children’s futures. In Southern Chile, the indigenous 
Mapuche communities we serve save together in the first-ever Mapuche bank and invest in reforestation, cultural arts, organic agriculture, 
and indigenous education. In Eugene, Oregon, the formerly homeless residents we serve now live in Emerald Village,a permanent tiny house 
community, and have started their own village fund to ensure they never again become homeless.

This year has brought abundant progress and new friends. Thank you for making it possible for MAPLE to celebrate its first decade of working 
to empower financially marginalized yet highly resilient communities within the context of their own cultures.

Uganda

Chile

Oregon
Everything is new at Emerald Village Eugene! New residents have moved in. 
Construction continues on a few houses. The raising of the community building occurs 
as you read this. While MAPLE’s partner, SquareOne Villages, continues to construct 
this marvelous tiny house village, MAPLE works closely with villagers to design a 
community-managed fund and to gain skills in financial literacy and microbusiness 
development in order to ensure the sustainability of their new village. Residents have 
generated over $5,000 in income by designing and selling small transparent backpacks 
that fit the new University of Oregon requirements for entrance into all major events. 

The villagers were the first movers in this effort, which is no surprise. Everywhere MAPLE 
works, we learn as much from the resilient, entrepreneurial spirit of those we serve as 
they learn from us. Yes, everything is new at Emerald Village Eugene, including the 
warmth and well-being of residents who, this winter, have homes of their own. Check 
out Labaux painting his new home! (Photo to left)

For more information about the Emerald Village Eugene tiny house community please 
visit the SquareOne Villages website here.  

In one of its projects, MAPLE Chile, co-directed by Ignacio Krell and Alison Guzman, works with
the indigenous Lafkenche (people of the sea) to revitalize native species of trees and berries, 
including the murtaberry, from which jams, jellies, and even ice cream can be made. As Lamngen 
(Sister) Olga says, as quoted in a recent blogpost by Ignacio,“being responsible for the project, 
‘is a pride, in the first place, and I want to thank the Community and those who are supporting 
us for having set up this nursery, because we had never thought of having a nursery here... so 
close, so close to my home.’” As Ignacio adds, this project has the “potential to regenerate the 
Budi’s itrofillmonguen or eco-cultural biodiversity.”

Read Ignacio’s full blog post here.
And see Alison’s video clip about the project here.

In another project, MAPLE works with a Lafkenche women’s artisan cooperative, Kuzao Zomo
Entrepreneurs Association. Together, they have co-designed an artisan materials bank to ensure 
a sustainable supply of wool for traditional weavers. (Photo at bottom-right)

Six years ago, female members of savings groups in Northern Uganda asked if we could 
help their daughters, too. Softball was the fastest growing sport in Uganda for girls, 
but no girls’ team existed in Northern Uganda. So, with the support of many, MAPLE 
built a field and started teams at the local primary and secondary schools. Our goal 
was to keep girls in school in a region where fewer than 40% of girls attend secondary 
school, and many girls since then have received full and partial scholarships. Not bad, 
though, that this year the team of older girls also won the All-Uganda tournament, 
which qualifies them to represent Uganda in the all-Africa tournament in South Africa. 
The school is currently raising money to make that happen. Check out those uniforms 
from Tigard, Oregon! (photo to left)

Atika Nambozo (photo at top-center) is a member of the Kamu Kamu Village Savings 
Group in Eastern Uganda. Over time, she has been able to purchase four Friesian 
cows, her first step in starting up a business to supply milk. Aside from selling the dairy 
products, Atika also collects manure for her family garden. “I encourage all women to 
join savings groups because it is one of the best ways to fight poverty among other 
benefits. Thanks to MAPLE for involving us in such a developmental group. You helped 
show us the light.” — Atika 

Many Thanks for Your End-of-Year Donations!

Please Donate Here!
Learn more at www.maplemicrodevelopment.org & send us a hello at info@maplemicro.org.
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https://www.squareonevillages.org/
http://www.maplemicrodevelopment.org/blog/2018/12/2/the-emergence-of-the-lafkenche-tree-nursery-network-for-lake-budi-territorys-introfillmongun-eco-cultural-biodiversity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNxFGcEO6Xc&feature=youtu.be
https://secure.squarespace.com/checkout/donate?donatePageId=5766d6059de4bb7a967d3deb
http://www.maplemicrodevelopment.org

